





Introduction

The Bug Lover’s Songbook is an attempt to re-frame the world as some non-human
species might perceive it - especially those creatures with whom our relationship is often
troubled or uncertain. I have used the word bug in its non-scientific context, to refer to
invertebrate animals (ie without a spine) that are generally small, including insects but
also slugs, spiders, woodlice etc.

Inevitably there is a degree of anthropomorphism; often an animal is the narrator of the
song, rather than being sung about. I have tried to translate what I think the animal
might say if we were to engage in an honest conversation about co-existence between
species on earth, when the human is not accorded special status but is just another
example of evolution, regardless of size of brain or development of tool use. Humans have,
to my mind, developed a false sense of entitlement to the richness of life; we behave as if
we own the earth rather than being temporary inhabitants. Sometimes the songs are just
about the animal and how it lives its life, because humans are largely irrelevant to it.
What is it like, for example, to be constantly aware of the threat of predation?

As far as possible the details of life cycle, habits, and evolution are accurate according to
current knowledge. But every day scientists uncover new facts, discover new species or
wonder at new aspects of behaviour.

Because the text is important, and needs to be understood, the music is generally simple,
without complex rhythms or harmonies. I have written piano accompaniments similar to
those I might play myself, but also given basic harmonies so that anyone who wants to
perform the songs can make up their own accompaniment using the same or similar
chords. Likewise feel free to transpose the songs if other keys are more convenient; the
most important thing is to make the words clear. The recordings are mostly faithful to
the written notes, with the occasional variation.

The songs are meant to entertain as well as inform — and to be fun to sing and play — I
hope you enjoy them.
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A Weevil isnt Evil

Weevils are from an ancient lineage. They belong to the order Coleoptera, or beetles, who were well
established by the Jurassic era, when flowering plants first appeared on the earth.

Weevils are generally quite small, compared to other beetles, and are currently classified in two
groups - ‘true’ and ‘primitive’. The Curcolionidae or True Weevil family contains thousands of
species.

As the song mentions, weevils occupy very specific narrow niches; they might feed off just one part
of a particular tree. And of course early weevils evolved in an age long before humans, when there
were no tasty cultivated crops around for them to eat.

Most animals are opportunistic, when it comes to food...you take what you can find. Humans being
no exception — remember how many animals we have hunted to extinction.



A Weevil isn’t Evil

Chorus:
A weevil isn’t evil, it does what weevils do
And if you know your weevils you can learn to love them too
Humans weren’t around when weevils first evolved
We, not weevils, are the problem to be solved!

Vi
A weevil isn’t evil, but it likes to share our food
And if it gets inside the plants the outlook isn’t good
Coffee, avocado, and all sorts of grain
Are lovely food for weevil grubs, and that is a pain — but

Chorus

V2
The hungry youngsters eat a lot — it’s all they have to do
And that means damaged crops, and loss of money too — but
Growing different plants together makes it hard to choose
And then those little weevils will get a bit confused

Chorus

V3
A weevil’s legs are short and thin, it can’t walk very far
If its forest home’s destroyed, it can’t jump into a car
So if you’re planning on a clear-cut, stop and have a think
About the millions of tiny creatures you will make extinct

Chorus

V4
A weevil isn’t evil, it does what weevils do
As well as being food for birds and frogs and hedgehogs too
On a thriving planet full of life all can take their share
So let the weevils have their space — they won’t be everywhere!

Chorus
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Earwigs belong to the order Dermaptera, meaning ‘skin wings’, but in fact although they have
functional wings, they rarely bother to use them. They are easily distinguishable by their slender
bodies and relatively large back pincers — which are mainly used for defence.

For some reason there used to be a theory — totally unfounded — that earwigs would crawl into a
person’s ear and from there, burrow into the brain and lay eggs. Whether the name came before
the story or the other way round is not known.

The common European earwig Forficula Auricularia enjoys munching up woolly aphids which can
infest apple trees. It will also predate other creatures that can get in the way of a good harvest,
such as codling moth, so it’s an all-round useful animal to have in apple and pear orchards.

Despite increasing research proving the devastating effects of insecticides, especially the infamous
neonicotinoids/neonics, profit-hungry corporations are still pushing these products which are
destroying insects in vast numbers, especially bees, and the ecosystems of which they are part.
There are now increasing concerns about the effects of neonics and other pesticides on human
health.

When we truly understand the complexities of insect predation, we can find ways to grow food
successfully without using toxic insecticides.
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Earwigs

Vi
Let me make it very clear, I don’t want to live in your ear
[ just want to be happy in the apple tree
And though I might nibble on a little bit of petal
You just need to see what a good friend I can be!

Chorus:
Earwigs, earwigs, we just want to be
Happy in the apple tree

V2
We find aphids very tasty, so don’t you be too hasty
With poisonous spray — that’s really not the way
You can’t kill off one pest without destroying all the rest
Of us insects living peacefully

Chorus

V3
If you find us back to back nestled into a crack
Don’t assume immediately that we're harming the tree.
We like a cosy nest where we can snuggle with the rest
Of our friends and family

Chorus

V4
We look after our young with tender care -
Unlike aphids, we only have one brood a year
And once they’re grown up they need to get away
‘Cos Mamma might eat the ones that stay!

Chorus

Vs
So if your hand reaches out for a can of toxic spray
Remember all the aphids we can munch up in a day
Their numbers may recover from insecticide
But us poor earwigs will all have died!

Chorus (x2)
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Earwigs
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34

1- me - diate - ly

Don’t a - ssume

crack

to a

in

Eb

Bb7

Ebm

36

)7 A
Y 4f
(N Y D

that we’re harm

We

tree

- ing the

=

Eb

Bb7

38

.

our

can snugg - le with the rest of

a co - Sy nest where we

like

=
Bb7

Ebm




22

Earwigs

(chorus)

40

T =
1°4
~—

r

- @

~

tree

and fam -1 - ly____

friends

,% e
~e _Im
N
[I\Ja
-
~e n_v L3
iy
A
1
N Hy L=
o _Um]w
<
%
~
V)
2
‘ =

(N Y D

un - like

with tend - er__ care,

We look aft - er our young

>

>

Bb7

Ebm

o

N—
year

brood a

one

v °®

.

!

we on - ly have

a - phids

o

.‘.

=

=z

Eb

Bb7

Eb



23

Earwigs

50

and y
[«h)
<
+~
N T ~
M
~ _ _1
g,
=]
=t
z TTTeen
m ~0
a0
[«D]
o~
>
=
+~
[ 38
o) ~ ‘
o
=
n TT1 \'A\
<
~N ~ _ _1
Illi \’A\

[ ~ ‘
UlU UlD DlD
e LN LN
NG NP A

N—

> g

a9

52

~t T1®
T®
e \ ~t
4K
T® <
£ -
m \’A‘ III‘ E
=
? N
w 11 P B
&)
[b)
~
v & a L
A y
B
<
. Lnbb 1]
50 | ~t
Q
-
| g
jb)
~N o
2 A=
] ] e
- . o L N
ML ML N
N—
> g
[al

(chorus)

54

A~y 1T ~t
~ I
o
SRt N P
e -
o 2 ~e =
-
L=
y T o /A
-
-
Ty | Nt p M
vw
] =
-
wn
Uil & =
e = e
+~
L1 wn
s i N
(@]
e <
+~
. o
3
= =
S
g N -
™ A\ P =
e e e
- -0 e
N KN N
Nere N
N—
> g
o



24

Earwigs

(verse 5)

iJ
V 4f
(N Y D

re

can of tox - ic spray,

hand reach - es out for a

if your

So

N —
N—

Bb7

Ebm

Their

o—@

_—

we can munch up in a day

60

-mem - ber all the a - phids

=

Bb7

Eb

N~—"

o —@

63

T

oJ

but us poor ear - wigs

num - bers may re - cov - er from in - sect - i - side

1%

e

Bb7 Eb

Ebm



Pno

Pno

Pno

25

Earwigs
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T he Sad Wasp

Wasps precede bees, evolutionarily speaking — bees are vegetarian versions of wasps, and evolved
with flowering plants.

This song is about a worker wasp from a colony — the so-called ‘eusocial’ wasps (there are solitary
wasps too but their lives are different). The colony has a queen, workers, and drones. The queen
wasp mates in the summer, then hibernates over winter and starts a new colony the following
spring. The first eggs she lays are female worker wasps.

For most of their lives, these sterile female wasps work really hard, expanding the nest structure,
foraging for food and looking after their baby siblings. The babies reward them with a sugary
secretion that keeps them going with their hectic life style. But in late summer, the queen slows
down and finally stops laying eggs, and eventually the workers have no more grubs to feed and
tend, which means they don’t get the sugary food either.

And then what? Work has evaporated and food supplies are low and the poor wasps are hungry
and longing for sugar. That’s when they come buzzing around human homes and gardens looking
for a fix — some rotting fruit or jam or anything else sweet and energising.

Be kind to them — these are the same wasps that have been pollinating your plants and munching
up unwanted visitors on your vegetables such as aphids or caterpillars. Life has no meaning for
them any longer and their home has collapsed. They will not survive once the weather gets colder
so cheer them up and let them eat some jam.
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The Sad Wasp

\%1
You may see a bee, but a bee is not me,
I'm a wasp, I be a wasp
I have a bad reputation for causing havoc in the kitchen
And general consternation
When there's sugar around, or jam to be found
But that's only because I'm a wasp that is lost,
And seeking some sweetness at the end of my days
Want to go out in a jam-filled haze

Chorus:
I'm a wasp that is lost, have pity on me
Though I sting, I'm a wasp, not a bee!

V2
I worked all year to serve my Queen
And now there's no job left for me.
It's all falling apart, the home's a mess
I'm drunk and disorderly.
I can't work out where to go in life
So I hover around your jammy knife

Chorus

V3
So hide the sugar, and cover the jam
And don't pay attention to me
I'll fly away on drooping wings
In thirst and misery
On some rotting fruit I will end my days
Buzzing around, all sugar-crazed

Chorus

I'm a wasp that is lost, have pity on me
Though I sting, I'm a wasp not a bee!
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The Sad Wasp
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The Sad Wasp
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The Sad Wasp
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The Sad Wasp
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The Sad Wasp
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The Sad Wasp
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\Soli(ocyy of the \SL‘B

It’s probably harder to be a slug than a snail — not even a thin shell to protect you. So slug slime
tends to be even thicker and gooier than snail slime. As with snails, slugs’ goo serves different
purposes; it helps locomotion, it keeps the body moist when moving, or acts as glue when the slug
is stationary, and it can also be a form of communication — a slug may follow another slug’s slime
trail in search of a mate. Then should two slugs fall in love, they produce a cord from which they
hang suspended, sometimes for many hours. Slug goo can make it hard for a predator to get hold
of it firmly enough to eat, and it may taste disgusting so they will drop it.

Slugs are often disliked, even feared, partly because they are so different to us and almost alien.
But they are as vital to our ecosystem as all the other species. Other animals like to eat them if
they can work out how to avoid the goo. Yes, like snails, slugs do have a taste for young tender
plants, but they mainly chew up decomposing plant matter, thus storing carbon in the ground and
keeping the soil nourished and aerated. They are happy in compost heaps. Some slugs, like the
handsome Leopard slug, will eat other slugs so are definitely an asset to gardeners.

Notwithstanding, roughly 400 billion tons of slug pellets are used by UK farmers and growers
each year and some of them are highly toxic. Metaldehyde, for example, kills domestic and wild
animals, including hedgehogs and frogs — both of which eat slugs - and whose numbers are in
sharp decline in the UK.

An attempt to ban slug pellets containing metaldehyde was overturned in 2019, but is supposed to
become law again by 2022. Companies make good profits from selling poison.

Now that slug slime has been found to have wound-healing, cosmetic and skin-nourishing
properties for humans, what next? Will it change attitudes to slugs, or make them even more
vulnerable to slug-hunters who want to exploit them for financial gain?
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Soliloquy of the Slug

Vi
It’s hard to be an animal hated by so many humans
With no hard shell to protect you, no poisonous sting to defend you
Just a soft sticky mass, eating all the tender plants it can find
And leaving lots of empty holes behind

Chorus:
It’s a difficult thing to be a slug
When your home’s on land that humans have dug
And they come after you with chemicals and salt or traps of beer
Enough to make your tentacles quiver with fear!

V2
We're food for many creatures, including slow worms and hedgehogs
With our slime we can ward off irritating dogs
Our whole body is sensitive to smell and taste
And we recycle all kinds of unpleasant, unwanted waste

Chorus

V3
We have about twenty seven thousand teeth that we constantly renew
The copper in our blood makes it greenish blue
We conduct electricity, and the earth’s magnetic fields guide our way
As we lay down our gleaming trails of slime over night and day

Chorus

V4
A scientist discovered our slime wards off the sun’s UV rays
So now it’s become fashionable, slug cosmetics are all the rage
Do you have to make money from us all the time?
Do you appreciate the poetry of us and our slime?

Chorus

Vb5
It’s hard to be an animal hated by so many humans
With a whole industry devoted to our destruction
The number of slug pellets used here reaches into the billions
But we’d be happy if you'd just leave us some rotting vegetation!

Chorus
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Soliloquy of the Slug
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Soliloquy of the Slug
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Soliloquy of the Slug
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Soliloquy of the Slug
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Soliloquy of the Slug

chorus
35
£ . , -3 ——
)7 A | | | | | N I |
7l b | | | | | - - p ] | | o
v ‘I F Y 0 ol
e s 5 e
un - pleas - ant, un - want - ed waste. It's a
f o0 —3—
i < X i
- o € A ' b2
dJ e - h" -
I—__3 . I .
. | | | | |
g — ===rare—-> - :
v
Cm G7
33 (end chorus) (verse 3)
[a)
Y | | =4
(5> = - %
ANIV4 4_
oJ T
We have a - bout
A | T 3 1
i | \ | =4
(5> K o P A
< 0 7 slo,odD < %
o hﬂ F .
ra | I N 14
hdl DIV [ p ] [) ]
i 5 < =
G7
40
9 lD = I f
oy = = . ¥ = —
ANV L 3 > 3 [
[Y) o e -
twen - ty sev - en thous - and teeth that we con - stant - ly re - new  The
|
Y 1D | =4 el &
7l h [J ]
(e y /—= ) 2
ANIV4 x
D)
- &
« 1 | =4 ~
hdl OV [ )
J b J /1
v x =
Cm Fm Gaug Cm



Tr.

Pno

Tr.

Pno

Tr.

Pno

164

Soliloquy of the Slug
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(chorus)

Soliloquy of the Slug
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Soliloquy of the Slug
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Soliloquy of the Slug
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Soliloquy of the Slug
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Soliloquy of the Slug
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Soliloquy of the Slug
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